PAINTER DECORATOR

e
S~

Study and Self-Assessment Guide

2026

NOVA SCOTIA
APPRENTICESHIP
AGENCY



TABLE OF CONTENTS

FORWARD cretuer e e R e et 3
INTRODUCTION ..cooriieiimecineeiaesiseesissesssesisssssssessssesssssessssessssessssessssesssssesssssssasessssessssessssssssssessssessssessssessssssssssssssesssessssessss 4
About this Study Guide 4
PAINTER DECORATOR ...ttt sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssssssssssssssssnsssssssssssssssssssnes 5
Apprentice 6
Trade Qualifier 6
Painter Decorator Red Seal Exam el
Certification Exam Weightings — Painter Decorator 8
Assess Your Knowledge e eses w9
STUAY PLAN oottt eesssesstss e ssss e s sss b s sss bbb bbb 17
Exam Preparation 18
RESOUICES ....covireericiitvictsiscsvise e ssasessssssssssesssss s ssas s sasse s bbb st ssasetos 19

Painter Decorator Study Guide 2026 2



FORWARD

This study guide was developed by the Nova Scotia Apprenticeship Agency (NSAA) in
collaboration with input from industry experts and instructors. Its purpose is to help
apprentices and trade qualifiers strengthen their skills and prepare effectively for
certification. The guide focuses on the following key objectives:

e to provide relevant resources and supports for exam preparation

e toidentify tasks performed by skilled workers

e tosupply apprentices and trade qualifiers with trade-related assessments to
identify learning gaps

e tofacilitate the success rate of apprentice and trade qualifier certifications

Any questions, comments, or suggestions for changes, corrections, or revisions to this
study guide or any of its related products may be forwarded to:

Nova Scotia Apprenticeship Agency
7071 Bayers Road, Suite 2007

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3L2C2

Email: apprenticeship@novascotia.ca
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INTRODUCTION

In Nova Scotia, Painter Decorator is a designated Red Seal Trade. The Red Seal
endorsement indicates you have successfully achieved the level of experience, skills and
knowledge within your scope of trade at the national standard. This endorsement
promotes trade excellence, instills pride in skilled tradespeople and facilitates labour
mobility.

About this Study Guide

This Study Guide was created by the Nova Scotia Apprenticeship Agency to help you
prepare and study for the Painter Decorator Red Seal examination as an apprentice or
trade qualifier.

This guide is designed to help you:

e Understand the skills and knowledge covered on the exam

e Help you identify your strengths and areas of opportunity

e Assist you in organizing content areas into manageable pieces

e Provide you with additional resources to help you successfully complete
certification

The Painter Decorator certification exam is based on the trade activities, skills and
knowledge outlined by industry experts in the Painter Decorator Red Seal Occupational
Standard (RSOS).

The assessments, study plans, resources and references in this guide are designed to
help you prepare you for your certification exam. By reflecting on your current
understanding of the trade, identifying knowledge gaps and applying effective study
strategies while reviewing relevant materials, you can position yourself for success on
exam day.
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PAINTER DECORATOR

Painter decorators apply decorative and protective finishes in residential, commercial,
institutional and industrial settings. They prepare a variety of surfaces (wood, masonry,
drywall, plaster, concrete, synthetics, stucco and metal) using a wide variety of tools,
equipment and techniques prior to the application of materials such as paint, high
performance coatings, waterproofing, fireproofing, clear finishes, wall coverings and
specialty finishes. These materials are applied for a variety of reasons such as substrate
protection, decoration, sanitation, identification and safety.

Key attributes of those in the Painter Decorator trade are:

e Manual dexterity

e Colour perception

e Communication

e Read drawings

e Ability to work at heights

e Organizational and communication skills

" Painter Decorator Red Seal Trade RSOS
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Apprentice

As an apprentice, you will be working alongside and
learning from an experience journeyperson mentor.

Approximately 85% of your learning will be on-the-
job experience, and 15% from technical training.

To qualify to write your certification exam:

v" You have logged over 5,400 hours under the ——

supervision of certified journeyperson

v Successfully completed all levels of technical
training

v All required logbook tasks have been completed and signed off on

Trade Qualifier

As a trade qualifier you have significant experience
within the Painter Decorator trade but are not a
registered apprentice or currently certified in the
trade.

v You have over 8,100 hours experience
v" You have two qualified references who can
attest to your skills in the trade

v You're ready to challenge the exam

This study guide is designed to help you prepare to take the Red Seal Standards exam while
you are waiting for the paperwork and exam date. You may have extensive working
experience; however, you will be tested on the full scope of your trade during the
certification exam. This study guide and resources will help guide your exam preparation,
ensuring your level of comprehension encompasses the knowledge and skills of the entire
trade.

To access the guidelines and process for the Trade Qualification Program in Nova Scotia,
use this link or visit the NSAA website.
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Painter Decorator Red Seal Exam

The Painter Decorator Red Seal exam has 130 multiple choice questions. There are three
types of questions you will see on the exam?:

% of
i Testin Exampl tion
Questions esting xample Questio

K led What kind of water is used on the wick of
nowledge the wet-bulb thermometer of a sling
& Recall Tests your ability to psychrometer?

recall and understand

401030%  yefinitions, factsand A} Hot.
principles. B) Cold.
C) Sweet.
D) Distilled.
Procedural What is done before using a new roller
& sleeve to apply an oil-based coating?
Application Tests your ability to
45 t0 55% apply your knowledge  A) Rinse sleeve in solvent, then spin.
of procedures to a B) Work coating into sleeve, then spin.
0-% situation. C) Soak sleeve in coating, then wash.
D) Work coating into sleeve, then scrape.
Too much pressure is applied to a
Critical wallpaper-perforating tool on a drywall
Thinking Tests your ability to surface. What is the result?
10% interpret data, solve

Scored wallpaper.

problems and arrive at A
@ valid conclusions. B) Damaged drywall.
C) Loose drywall tape.

)
D) Bubbles.

2 Painter Decorator — Exam Information — Red Seal
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Certification Exam Weightings — Painter Decorator
The Red Seal Painter Decorator trade consists of six Major Work Activities (MWA):

MWA A Performs common occupational skills (16%)

MWA B Prepares surfaces (23%)

MWA C Prepares and applies residential, institutional and commercial paints,
coatings and finishes (24%)

MWA D Prepares and applies wall coverings (7%)

MWA E Prepares and applies wood finishes (8%)

MWA F Prepares and applies industrial paints and coatings (11%)

This pie chart represents the percentage (%) of questions on the Red Seal exam based on
each of the MWAs. Percentages are based on the collective input from Painter
Decorators across Canada.’

By understanding the percentage of questions for each of the major work activities, you
can begin to assess the areas to focus your studying based on your level of knowledge
and experience.

In the following chart, each MWA is broken down into the performed tasks with the
number of questions per task listed based on a 130-question exam. This assessment is
also available as an online version on the Red Seal website: Red Seal Self-Assessment

You are asked to consider each task and rate your own understanding and experience.
This assessment is designed for you to determine your strengths and weaknesses based
on the content so you can prioritize your approach to studying.

3 (Canadian Council of Directors of Apprenticeship, 2021)
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Assess Your Knowledge

When determining exam readiness, it is important for you to assess your level of understanding of the content. Below are
the tasks defined in the Painter Decorator Red Seal Occupational Standard. These are the tasks outlining the trade activities,
skills and knowledge required to be proficient in the trade.

Review each task carefully and determine your level of understanding and experience in the column at the end of each task:

| have no or very little understanding or experience in this

® ow .
activity
MEDIUM I ur.1d(.erstaer th'is activity and have some experience doing it
in limited situations
| have a very good understanding of this activity and am full
® HGH Y9 9 y 4

competent in doing it in many situations

At the end of each Major Work Activity (MWA) section, note the areas of improvement.

Aligned with each sub-task are applicable trade resources vetted by industry. You can review the applicable resources to
expand your understanding and confidence of the content for when you write your certification exam.

There is also the Painter Decorator sample test for you to practice writing the Red Seal exam.
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Level of
# of

: Understandii
Area of Competency Trade Skills | Questions ! T_gx g
by Task/Subtask outof130 |\ en iy
(approx.)
HIGH

MWA A — Performs common occupational skills (16%)
Task A-1 Performs safety-related functions

Resources

Uses personal protective
1.01 | equipment (PPE) and safety
equipment 4

Maintains safe work

1.02 .
environment

Self-Directed Pathway modules:
o PTD-105 Safety

Painting & Decorating: Skills and Techniques for Success (Chapter 2)
Craftsman Manual and Textbook (Chapter 8)

Task A-2 Uses and maintains tools and equijpment

Maintains tools and

2.01 .
equipment

Uses rigging, hoisting and

202 lifting equipment

2.03 | Uses access equipment

Self-Directed Pathway modules:
o 2.01: PTD-110 Tools and Equipment
o 2.02 &2.03: PTD-200 Rigging, Hoisting, Lifting and Access
Equipment

Painting & Decorating: Skills and Techniques for Success (Chapter 3)
Craftsman Manual and Textbook (Chapter 4,6,7)

Task A-3 Performs routine trade practices

3.01 | Uses documentation

Determines project

3.02 .
requirements

3.03 | Plans job 6

3.04 | Protects surroundings

3.05 | Handles materials

Self-Directed Pathway modules:
o 3.01& 3.04: PTD-105 Safety
o 3.02 & 3.03: PTD-305 Project Planning
o 3.05: PTD-115 Introduction to Painting and Surface Preparation

Painting & Decorating: Skills and Techniques for Success (Chapter 6)
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Level of

# of .
: Understand)
Area of Competency Trade Skills | Questions ! T_gx g
by Task/Subtask outof130 |\ en iy
(approx.)
HIGH

Resources

Task A-4 Performs quality control assessments

Assesses substrate
conditions and
deficiencies

4.01

Assesses product
conditions and 3
deficiencies

4.02

Assesses quality of painted
or coated surfaces and wall
coverings

4.03

Self-Directed Pathway modules:
o PTD-140 Quality Control

Task A-5 Uses communication and mentoring techniques

Uses communication

>01 techniques 1
502 Uses mentormg
techniques

Task B-6 Performs general surface preparation

NSAA Mentoring | and Il SKILLED TRADES MENTORING | Nova Scotia
Apprenticeship Agency

MWA B — Prepares surfaces (23%)

Removes existing paints
6.01 .
and coatings
Removes existing wall
6.02 . .
coverings and adhesives
6.03 | Cleans surfaces -
6.04 | Primes surfaces
6.05 | Sand surfaces
6.06 | Applies caulking

Self-Directed Pathway modules:
o PTD-115 Introduction to Painting and Surface Preparation

Painting & Decorating: Skills and Techniques for Success (Chapter 8, 10)
Craftsman Manual and Textbook (Chapter 3)
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Areao

f Competency Trade Skills

by Task/Subtask

# of
Questions
out of 130

(approx.)

Level of
Understanding
LOW
MEDIUM
HIGH

Resources

Task B-7 Prepares wood surfaces for paints, coatings and wall coverings

e Self-Directed Pathway modules:

701 | Treats wood surfaces o 7.01: PTD-120 Introduction to Wood Surfaces
5 o 7.01 &7.02: PTD-205 Wood Surfaces
702 Repairs minor
’ imperfections in wood e Painting & Decorating: Skills and Techniques for Success (pg. 342;
Chapter 14)

Task B-8 Prepares concrete and masonry surfaces

Mechanically treats e Self-Directed Pathway modules:
8.01 | concrete and masonry o 8.01 &8.02: PTD-125 Introduction to Concrete and Masonry

surfaces Surfaces

Chemically treats concrete 5 o 8.01: PTD-210 Concrete and Masonry Surfaces |
8.02 y 8.02 & 8.03: PTD-310 Concrete and Masonry Surfaces I

and masonry surfaces
8.03 Repairs concrete and e Painting & Decorating: Skills and Techniques for Success (pg. 344, 365)

' masonry surfaces
Task B-9 Prepares metal surfaces
9.01 | Treats metal surfaces e Self-Directed Pathway modules:
6 o CMK-215 Metal Surfaces

9.02 | Repairs metal surfaces e Painting & Decorating: Skills and Techniques for Success (pg. 345)
Task B-10 Prepares plaster surfaces and drywall
10.01 Repairs existing plaster o Self-Directed Pathway modules:

surfaces and drywall c o 10.01: PTD-315 Plaster and Drywall Finishing and Repair

. o 10.02: PTD-130 Introduction to Plaster Surfaces and Drywall

10.02 | Finishes new drywall e Craftsman Manual and Textbook (Chapter 3)
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Level of

# of .
- Understanad)
Area of Competency Trade Skills | Questions | T_’éa” g
by Task/Subtask out of 130 Resources
y1es ubtas MEDIUM
(approx.)
HIGH

MWA C — Prepares and applies residential, institutional and commercial paints, coatings and finishes (24%)
Task C-11 Prepares for application of residential, institutional and commercial paints and coatings

Prepares residential,
11.01 | institutional and commercial
paints and coatings

e Self-Directed Pathway modules:
o 11.01: PTD-115 Introduction to Painting and Surface Preparation

; . 12 o 11.02: PTD-235 Reinforcement Mesh
Installs residential,

11.02 | institutional and commercial

i ) e Painting & Decorating: Skills and Techniques for Success (Chapter 4)
reinforcing mesh

Task C-12 Applies residential, institutional and commercial paints and coatings

Applies residential,
institutional and commercial
paints and coatings with
brushes

12.01

Applies residential, e Self-Directed Pathway modules:

1202 | institutional and commercial o 12.01 &12.02: PTD-135 Paint Application | (Brush and Roller)
paints and coatings with o 12.03: PTD-220 Paint Application Il (Applicators)
rollers S 15 o 12.04: PTD-320 Paint Application Ill (Spray Equipment)
Applies residential,
12.03 institutional and commercial e Painting & Decorating: Skills and Techniques for Success (Chapter 11)
' paints and coatings with

. e Craftsman Manual and Textbook (Chapter 6)
applicators

Applies residential,
institutional and commercial
paints and coatings with
spray equipment

12.04
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Level of
# of

: Understandii
Area of Competency Trade Skills | Questions | T_’éa” g
by Task/Subtask out of 130 Resources
y1es ubtas MEDIUM
(approx.)
HIGH

Task C-13 Applies decorative/speciality finishes
Applies paints and

13.01 | coatings using decorative
techniques

13.02 | Creates faux finishes

e Self-Directed Pathway modules:

13.03 | Applies gliding o PTD-325 Decorative Techniques and Speciality Finishes
4
13.04 Applies stencils and e Painting & Decorating: Skills and Techniques for Success (Chapter 16)
’ graphics

13.05 | Creates textures finishes

13.06 Appl.les multi-spec
coatings

MWA D - Prepares and applies wall coverings (7%)

Task D-14 Prepares for application of wall coverings

Treats surfaces for wall

14.01 coverings e Self-Directed Pathway modules:
o 14.01 &14.02: PTD-225 Wall Coverings
14.02 | Lays out surface o 14.03: PTD-330 Wall Coverings
4

e Painting & Decorating: Skills and Techniques for Success (Chapter 20)

14.03 | Prepares wall coverings e Craftsman Manual and Textbook (Chapter 11)
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£of Level of
. ° Understandi
Area of Competency Trade Skills | Questions ! T_g\;;’ "9
b TR out of 130 Resources
y lask/subtas MEDIUM
(approx.)
HIGH
Task D-15 Applies wall coverings
15.01 | Applies adhesives
15.02 | Installs vinyl wall coverings .
e Self-Directed Pathway modules:
15.03 Installs fabric and natural 5 o  PTD-225 Wall Coverings
' material wall coverings
e Painting & Decorating: Skills and Techniques for Success (Chapter 22)
15.04 | Installs rigid wall coverings
15.05 Repalrs existing wall
coverings

MWA E - Prepares and applies wood finishes (8%)
Task E-16 Prepares for wood finishing applications

16.01 | Conditions wood surfaces
16.02 | Applies wood fillers

16.03 | Seals wood surfaces

16.04 Prepares wood finishing

products

Self-Directed Pathway modules:
o PTD-205 Wood Surfaces

Painting & Decorating: Skills and Techniques for Success (Chapter 14)

Painter Decorator Study Guide 2026
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o Level of
. ° Understandi
Area of Competency Trade Skills | Questions ! T_ré\i;’ i
by Task/Subtask out of 130 Resources
y lask/-ubtas MEDIUM
(approx.)
HIGH
Task E-17 Finishes wood products
17.01 Brushes on wood finishing
products e Self-Directed Pathway modules:
. - PTD-205 W f
17.02 | Wipes of wood finishes 6 ° 05 Wood Surfaces
e Craftsman Manual and Textbook (pgs. 131to 133)
17.03 | Sprays on wood finishes

MWA F — Prepares and applies industrial paints and coatings (22%)

Task F-18 Prepares for application of industrial paints and coatings

Prepares industrial paints

and coatings 15 e Self-Directed Pathway modules:

Installs fibre-reinforced o PTD-230 Industrial Paints and Coatings |
plastics (FRP)
Task F-19 Applies industrial paints and coatings
Applies industrial paints

18.01

18.02

19.01 | and coatings with hand e Self-Directed Pathway modules:
tools 14 o 19.01: PTD-230 Industrial Paints and Coatings |
Apples industrial paints o 19.02: PTD-Industrial Paints and Coatings |l
19.02 | and coatings with spray
equipment

Painter Decorator Study Guide 2026 16



Study Plan

Now that you have assessed your level of understanding of the Painter Decorator trade
activities, skills and knowledge to be tested on the certification exam, it is important for
you to develop a study plan. Study smarter, not harderis an important approach to
prepare for your exam especially when you have a busy schedule.

Review the tips below:

R Begin by applying for your trade qualifying date and then set a plan to

compete your studies by that date.

Create a study guide by topic. Formulate questions and problems with correct
answers. Create your own quiz.

Become a teacher. Say the information aloud and in your own words as if you
are the instructor and you are teaching the concepts to a class — or better yet,
work with a co-worker/journeyperson.

Develop flash cards to help you study and quickly check your knowledge.

&y

[
{

Create concept maps or diagrams that explain the material and provide a
visual tool for you to study.

[ |
1
0o«<¢

.'I Create scenarios which reflect applying skills, knowledge and trade activities.

We have provided a Study Guide resource template you can use, or create your own:
Study Plan Template.pdf

Q Tip! The Painter Decorator RSOS reviews commonly used acronyms, tools and
equipment, and a glossary of terms used within the trade. You can also view the appendix
on the Red Seal website. Taking the time to review the appendix will familiarise you with

the language and terms used on the exam.
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Exam Preparation

Effective preparation helps ensure a successful outcome when writing exams.
Understanding where to focus your time when studying will help you study more
efficiently.

The following Exam Prep Video Series will walk you through the exam process in detail,
whether you are an apprentice or trade qualifier.

Click on the applicable links below to access the videos that relate to your pathway.

Exam Prep Video Series for TRADE QUALIFIERS

];Iﬂ Video One: /ntro to Examinations

];ﬂ Video Two: | Exam Preparation: Self-Assessments, Study Plans & Resources

. Learning Strategies, Accommodations & Booking Your
| ; | Video Three: Exam

;[ Video Four: Exam Writing & Results

Exam Prep Video Series for APPRENTICES

];Iﬂ Video One: /ntro to Examinations

];i[ Video Two: | Exam Preparation: Self-Assessments, Study Plans & Resources

. Learning Strategies, Accommodations & Booking Your
| ; | Video Three: Exam

];;[ Video Four: Exam Writing & Results

On-the-job experience comprises approximately 85% of your learning, while technical
training comprises approximately 15% of your trade’s skills and knowledge. It is
important to review trade related textbooks, online courses and other trade-related
resources.
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https://youtu.be/2bZHQ0sGYPo?si=JFbmFFXOr2509mU7

Remember, the exam questions are developed using the Red Seal Occupational Standard
which outlines the skills and knowledge required to perform the full scope of your trade

effectively.

Resources

In the following section, we have listed applicable resources you can access to review the
knowledge, skills and experience found within the Painter Decorator trade.

When reviewing resources, start by:

e Condensing course material into smaller amounts that are easier to remember.

e Visualize, understand and demonstrate relationships or connections around

concepts and ideas.

e Create examples and apply information to ‘real world’ situations.

Resource

Location

Overview

# = SkillPlan | 5

Craftsman’s Manual
and Textbook, 8"
Edition

Painter Decorator Red
Seal Occupational
Standard

NSAA Program of
Study — Painter
Decorator

Build Your Skills - SkillPlan

Learning Hub

Painting and Decorating
Contractors of America

PTD RSOS

Painter and Decorator
Program of Study

Painter Decorator Study Guide 2026

Trade-specific units for the Painter
Decorator trade (i.e. Math
Applications, Trade Science, etc.)

A commonly used and highly valued
reference book for the Painter and
Decorator industry.

The Occupational Standard lists the
tasks a certified journeyperson
within the trade needs to know. This
document defines what is meant by
the 'full scope of the trade'.

The PTD Program of Study aligns
the NSAA self-directed learning
modules for PTD with the current
Occupational Standard.

19


https://skillplan.ca/learn/
https://skillplan.ca/learn/
https://red-seal.ca/_conf/assets/custom/docms/painter-decorator/rsos-eng.pdf
https://www.nsapprenticeship.ca/sites/default/files/files/PDNSPOS.pdf
https://www.nsapprenticeship.ca/sites/default/files/files/PDNSPOS.pdf

NSAA Exam Prep
Video Series

Learning Supports | Nova

Scotia Apprenticeship
Agency

A four-part video series to support
Trade Qualifiers and Apprentices in
preparing to challenge their exam.

NSAA Safety at Work Safety at Work The Safety at Work online module
explores the role all trades people
play in creating a safe work
environment as well as an overview
of the principles of workplace
safety.

NSAA Self-Directed | NSAA Learning Self-directed, online technical
Pathways Management System training for eight Red Seal
construction trades.
Pa/'m‘/'ng and | Author: E. Keith A highly illustrated, comprehensive

Decorating Skills and Blankenbaker text focusing on all areas of

Techniques for painting and decorating.
Success

Canadian Council of Directors of Apprenticeship. (2025, September 10). Painter Decorator.
Retrieved from Red Seal : Painter and Decorator

Craftsman’s Manual and Textbook, 8" Edition. Painting and Decorating Contractors of America
(PDCA). (2009).

Nova Scotia Apprenticeship Agency (NSAA). (2025). Painter and Decorator Program of Study

Nova Scotia Apprenticeship Agency (NSAA). (2026). Exam Prep Video Series

Nova Scotia Apprenticeship Agency (NSAA). (2025, October). Safety at Work.

Nova Scotia Apprenticeship Agency (NSAA). Self-Directed Pathways.

Painting and Decorating Skills and Techniques for Success. E. Keith Blankenbaker. (2000)

Skills Plan Learning Hub. (2025, September). Homepage - Build Your Skills
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https://skillplan.brightspace.com/d2l/home
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