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FORWARD

This study guide was developed by the Nova Scotia Apprenticeship Agency (NSAA) in
collaboration with input from industry experts and instructors. Its purpose is to help
apprentices and trade qualifiers strengthen their skills and prepare effectively for
certification.

The guide focuses on the following key objectives:

e to provide relevant resources and supports for exam preparation

e toidentify tasks performed by skilled workers

e tosupply apprentices and trade qualifiers with trade-related assessments to
identify learning gaps

e tofacilitate the success rate of apprentice and trade qualifier certifications

Any questions, comments, or suggestions for changes, corrections, or revisions to this
study guide or any of its related products may be forwarded to:

Nova Scotia Apprenticeship Agency
7071 Bayers Road, Suite 2007

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3L2C2

Email: apprenticeship@novascotia.ca
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INTRODUCTION

In Nova Scotia, Landscape Horticulturist is a designated Red Seal trade. The Red Seal
endorsement indicates you have successfully achieved the level of experience, skills and
knowledge within your scope of trade at the national standard. This endorsement
promotes trade excellence, instills pride in skilled tradespeople and facilities labour
mobility.

About this Study Guide

This Study Guide was created by the Nova Scotia Apprenticeship Agency to help you
prepare and study for the Landscape Horticulturist Red Seal certification
examination as an apprentice or trade qualifier.

This guide is designed to help you:

e Understand the skills and knowledge covered on the exam

e Help you identify your strengths and areas of opportunity

e Assist you in organizing content areas into manageable pieces

e Provide you with additional resources to help you successfully complete
certification

The Landscape Horticulturist Red Seal certification exam is based on the trade activities,
skills and knowledge outlined by industry experts in the Landscape Horticulturist Red
Seal Occupational Standard.

The assessments, study plans, resources and references in this guide are designed to
help you prepare you for your certification exam. By reflecting on your current
understanding of the trade, identifying knowledge gaps and applying effective study
strategies while reviewing relevant materials, you can position yourself for success on
exam day.
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LANDSCAPE HORTICULTURIST

A Landscape Horticulturist is at the forefront of environmentally responsible practices,
integrating specialized skills in sustainable landscape management. They construct and
maintain gardens, parks, golf courses, greenhouses, nurseries, retail facilities and other
landscape environments.

Landscape Horticulturists construct and maintain hard landscape elements (i.e. patios,
walkways, etc.) and install and maintain components and elements of green infrastructure.
They work with a variety of equipment and machinery and may be self-employed or
employed by landscape designers, architects, contractors, lawn service and tree care
establishments, golf courses, parks, etc.

Key attributes of those in the Landscape Horticulturist trade are:

e Communication skills

e Analytical and decision-making skills

e Physical mobility

¢ Organizational and time-management aptitudes

"Landscape Horticulturist RSOS
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Apprentice

As an apprentice, you will be working alongside and
learning from an experienced journeyperson mentor.

As a skill-based apprenticeship pathway, to qualify to
write your certification exam:

v You have logged over 6000 hours under the
supervision of a certified journeyperson.

v All required logbook tasks have been completed
and signed off on.

Trade Qualifier

As a trade qualifier you have significant experience
within the Landscape Horticulturist trade but are not
a registered apprentice or currently certified in the
trade.

To qualify to write your certification exam:

v You have over 9000 hours trade experience.
v You have two qualified references who can

attest to your skills in the trade.
v You're ready to challenge the exam.

To access the guidelines and process for the Trade Qualification Program in Nova Scotia,
use this link or visit the NSAA website.

This study guide is designed to help you prepare to take the Red Seal Standards exam
while you are waiting for the paperwork and exam date. You may have extensive working
experience; however, you will be tested on the full scope of your trade during the
certification exam.

This study guide and resources will help guide your exam preparation, ensuring your level
of comprehension encompasses the knowledge and skills of the entire trade.
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Landscape Horticulturist Certification Exam

The Landscape Horticulturist certification exam has 120 multiple choice questions.
There are three types of questions you will see on the exam: knowledge & recall;
procedural & application and critical thinking. Below are examples of each type of

question.?
% of .
Questions Testing
AREEEER Tests your ability
Recall to recall and
20to30% understand
definitions, facts
rc.l' and principles.
Procedural &
Application Tests your ability
to apply your
65to 75% knowledge of
0% procedures to a
& situation.
Critical Tests your ability
Thinking to interpret data,
Less than solve problems
10% and arrive at

valid
conclusions.

2 Red Seal Landscape Horticulturist — Exam Information
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Example Question

What is the scientific family, genus and species
name for Snow-in-Summer?

A) Asteraceae Artemisia schmidtiana.

B) Caryophyllaceae Cerastium tomentosum.
C) Euphorbiaceae Euphorbia cyparissias.

D) Lamiaceae Stachys byzantina.

How is a cedar hedge prepared for winter?

A) By saturating the root zone before freeze
up to prevent winter desiccation.

B) By shearing the hedge in the fall to stimulate
new growth in the spring.

C) By applying a plastic barrier on the road side
to protect it from salt.

D) By spraying an anti-desiccant to the root zone
in the fall.

Under ideal environmental and site condition,
what causes Syringa vulgaris to fail to bloom?

A) Lack of a pollinator.

B) Animal urine damaged the flower buds.
C) The plant has excessive suckers.

D) The flower buds were all pruned out.


https://red-seal.ca/eng/trades/landscapehorticulture/exam-information.shtml

Certification Exam Weightings — Landscape Horticulturist
The Landscape Horticulturist trade consists of five Major Work Activities (MWA):
e MWAA Performs common occupational skills (17%)
e MWAB Uses horticultural principles (25%)
¢ MWAC Performs landscape construction (32%)
¢ MWAD Performs landscape maintenance (26%)
e MWAE Works in production of plant material (0%) NOT COMMON CORE

+** Not Common Core (NCC) skills are performed by less than 70% of jurisdictions across
Canada. These skills will not be tested by the Interprovincial Red Seal Examination for
the trade and are highlighted in grey in Trade Skills section of the logbook.

This pie chart represents the percentage (%) of questions on the certification exam based
on each of the MWAs. Percentages are based on the collective input from Landscape
Horticulturist representatives across Canada.?

By understanding the percentage of questions for each of the major work activities, you
can begin to assess the areas to focus your studying based on your current level of
knowledge and experience.

3 Red Seal Landscape Horticulturist RSOS — Exam Weightings
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Assess Your Knowledge

When determining exam readiness, it is important for you to assess your current level of understanding of the content. Below are the
tasks defined in the Landscape Horticulturist Red Seal Occupational Standard. These are the tasks outlining the trade activities, skills and
knowledge required to be proficient in the trade.

Review each task carefully and determine your level of understanding and experience in the column at the end of each task by
considering the following:

| have no or very little understanding or experience in this

® ow .
activity
| understand this activity and have some experience doing it
MEDIUM
in limited situations
® HGH | have a very good understanding of this activity and am fully

competent in doing it in many situations

Aligned with each task are applicable trade resources vetted by industry. You can review the applicable resources to expand your
understanding and confidence of the content for when you write your certification exam.

There is also the Landscape Horticulturist Red Seal Sample Exam Questions that you can use to practice writing the certification exam and
help gage your understanding.
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In the following chart, the main resources for the Landscape Horticulturist trade are from HortEducation, Practical Landscape
Horticulturist Series (Books A-D). This four-book series aligns with the latest Canadian occupational standards for landscape horticultural
professionals. The Landscape Horticulturist Red Seal Occupational Standard (RSOS) reflects current practices in Canada and harmonizes
the trade across all landscape apprenticeship programs.

Level of
# of Understanding
Trade Skills by Task/Subtask Questions LOW Resources
out of 120 MEDIUM
HIGH

MWA A — Performs common occupational skills (17%)
Task A-1 Maintains safe and healthy workplace

Uses personal protective
1.01 | equipment (PPE) and safety
equipment

e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
- Chapter1

N . e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
1.02 | Maintains safe work environment P

- Chapter 2
5
e CCOHS: Healthy Workplaces
Participates in healthy and e Psychological Health and Safety Resource Centre

1.03 .
respectful workplace practices e NSAA Mentoring | and II: To access self-directed, online units of study, email:

NSAA-LMSadmin@novascotia.ca

Task A-2 Uses tools, equipment and vehicles

201 | Uses hand tools e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A

- Chapter3

202 | Uses power tools e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
- Chapter 4

. . 6 e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
2.03 | Uses measuring equipment - Chapter 5

Uses vehicles, motorized
2.04 | equipment, trailers and
attachments

e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
- Chapter6
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Level of

# of Understanding
Trade Skills by Task/Subtask Questions LOW Resources
out of 120 MEDIUM
HIGH
Task A-3 Organizes Work
. Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
3.01 | Performs site assessments
- Chapter7
Uses documentation and Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
3.02 .
reference material - Chapter 8
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
3.03 | Maintains records - Chapter9
Participates in job planning Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
3.04 e
activities - Chapter10
7
305 | Orders materials Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
- Chapter
. . . Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
3.06 | Organizes materials equipment - Chapter 12
307 | Transports materials Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
- Chapter 13
. Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
3.08 | Transports equipment - Chapter14
Task A-4 Participates in marketing and sales
401 | Controls inventory Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
- Chapter 15
. Practical Land Horticulture — Book A
4.02 | Sells products and services ractical tangscape Horticuiture =500
3 - Chapter 16
S . Practical Land Horticulture — Book A
4.03 | Maintains customer relations ractical tancscape HOrtcUItire = 200
- Chapter 17
Prepares Estimates Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
4.03
- Chapter18
Landscape Horticulturist Study Guide 2026 11




Level of

# of Understanding
Trade Skills by Task/Subtask Questions LOW Resources
out of 120 MEDIUM
HIGH

Task A-5 Maintains continuous learning

501 Upgrades in new trade practices . N/A

and procedures 0
5.02 | Upgrades in emerging technology e N/A

Task A-6 Uses communication and mentoring techniques

e NSAA Mentoring | and II: To access self-directed, online units of study, email:
6.01 | Uses communication techniques NSAA-LMSadmin@novascotia.ca

e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book A
6.02 | Uses mentoring techniques - Chapter19.and 20

MWA B — Uses horticultural principles (25%)

Task B-7 Applies horticultural practices

e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book B
- Chapter 1: Part One

e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book B
- Chapter 1: Part Two

e CNLA: National Plant List

7.01 | Practices plant sciences

7.02 | Identifies plants

Manages plant health, soil and e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book B

7.03 . . - Chapter2
growing conditions 18

e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book B
- Chapter3
e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
- Chapter 13
. e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book B
Manages pests, diseases and

706 |. . . - Chapter 4
invasive species

7.04 | Prunes plant material

7.05 | Propagates plant material
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Level of

# of Understanding
Trade Skills by Task/Subtask Questions LOW Resources
out of 120 MEDIUM
HIGH
Task B-8 Applies environmental practices
Practices environmental e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book B
8.01 . - Chapter 5
stewardship
Practices biodiversit e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book B
8.02 y - Chapter 6
enhancement
11 e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book B
8.03 | Practices soil stewardship - Chapter7
e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book B
8.04 | Practices water stewardship - Chapter8
8.05 Practices fire safety and o FireSmart Landscaping-Guide.pdf

prevention in landscaping
MWA C - Performs landscape construction (32%)

Task C-9 Performs pre-construction activities

Participates in landscape design

Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C

9.01 A - Chapter1
activities p
e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
9.02 | Prepares construction site - Chapter 2
10 ; :
e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
9.03 | Performs grading - Chapter 3
e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
9.04 | Installs drainage systems - Chapter 4
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Level of

#of Understanding
Trade Skills by Task/Subtask Questions LOW Resources
out of 120 MEDIUM
HIGH
Task C-10 Installs hardscape
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
10.01 Installs landscape structures - Chapter 5
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
10.02 | Installs surface materials - Chapter6
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
10.03 | Installs steps and retaining walls - Chapter7
13 Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
10.04 | Installs irrigation systems - Chapter8
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
10.05 | Installs water features - Chapter9
Installs extra-low voltage
landscape lighting and other Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
10.06 . -
extra-low voltage electrical Chapter 10
systems
Task C-T1 Installs softscape
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
11.01 | Installs growing media - Chapter 11
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
11.02 | Installs exterior landscape plants 1 - Chapter12
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
11.03 | Transplants plants - Chapter13
Landscape Horticulturist Study Guide 2026 14




Trade Skills by Task/Subtask

# of
Questions
out of 120

Level of
Understanding
LOW
MEDIUM
HIGH

Resources

11.04 | Installs mulch

11.05 | Installs turf from seed

11.06 | Installs sod

11.07 | Installs interior landscape plants

Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
- Chapter 14

Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
- Chapter 15

Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
- Chapter 16

Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
- Chapter 17

Task C-12 Installs green infrastructure systems

Participates in green

Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C

1201 |. . . - Chapter 18
infrastructure design strategies apter
12.02 | Installs green roofs Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
- Chapter19
12.03 | Installs green walls
. Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
Installs rainwater and stormwater 6
12.04 - Chapter 20
management systems
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
12.05 | Installs erosion control - Chapter 21
Installs biodiverse plantinas and Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book C
iodiver [
12.06 P 9 - Chapter 22
natural areas
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Level of
# of Understanding
Trade Skills by Task/Subtask Questions LOW Resources
out of 120 MEDIUM
HIGH
MWA D-Performs landscape maintenance (26%)
Task D-13 Maintains hardscape
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
13.01 | Maintains drainage systems - Chapter1
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
13.02 | Maintains landscape structures - Chapter2
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
13.03 | Maintains surface materials - Chapter3
Maintai ; d retaini Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
aintains steps and retainin
13.04 P 9 ~ Chapter4
walls
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
13.05 | Maintains irrigation systems 9 - Chapter5
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
13.06 | Maintains water features - Chapter6
:\/Iacljntalns T,)(t;:__low Vgltat%e Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
andscape lighting an
13.07 pelighting (? er - Chapter 7
extra-low voltage electrical
systems
. . Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
Practices snow and ice
13.08 - . - Chapter 8
management within landscaping
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
13.09 | Repairs hardscape - Chapter9
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Level of

# of Understanding
Trade Skills by Task/Subtask Questions LOW Resources
out of 120 MEDIUM
HIGH
Task D-14 Maintains softscape
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
14.01 | Maintains exterior softscape - Chapter 10
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
14.02 | Maintains interior softscape - Chapter 11
13 Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
14.03 | Maintains turfgrass - Chapter12
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
14.04 | Repairs softscape - Chapter14
Task D-15 Maintains green infrastructure
. intai f
1501 Maintains green roofs Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
15.02 | Maintains green walls - Chapteris
Maintai . q Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
15.03 aintains rainwater an - Chapter 16
stormwater management system 6
Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
15.04 | Maintains erosion control - Chapter 17
Maintains biodi lanti Practical Landscape Horticulture — Book D
15.05 aintains biodiverse plantings _ Chapter18
and natural areas
Landscape Horticulturist Study Guide 2026 17




*The following tasks/sub-tasks are performed in Nova Scotia, however they are Not Common Core (NCC) and will not be tested by the Interprovincial
Red Seal Examination.

Level of
# of Understanding
Trade Skills by Task/Subtask Questions LOW Resources
out of 120 MEDIUM
HIGH

MWA E-Works in production of plant material NOT COMMON CORE (NCC) (0%)

Task E-16 Operates and maintains growing facilities (NCC)

16.01 Installs growing facility
’ components (NCC)
16.02 Operates growing facility
' structures and amenities (NCC)
Maintains sanitary environments
16.03 (NCC) 0
Operates climate control systems
16.04 (NCC)
16.05 Operates irrigation and fertigation
' systems (NCC)
Task E-17 Manages greenhouse crops (NCC)
17.01 Develops greenhouse crop
' production plan (NCC)
Propagates greenhouse crops
17.02 (NCC)
Transplants greenhouse crops
17.03 (NCC) ;

17.04 | Grows greenhouse crops (NCC)

17.05 | Harvests greenhouse crops (NCC)

17.06 | Ships greenhouse crops (NCC)
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Level of

# of Understanding
Trade Skills by Task/Subtask Questions LOW Resources
out of 120 MEDIUM
HIGH
Task E-18 Manages nursery crops (NCC)
18.01 Develops nursery crop production
’ plan (NCC)

18.02 Propagates field and container

crops (NCC)
18.03 Transplants field and container

crops (NCC)
18.04 Grows field and container crops 0

(NCQ)

18.05

Harvests field and container crops
(NCQ)

18.06

Ships field and container crops
(NCQ)

18.07

Winterizes field and container
crops (NCC)

Landscape Horticulturist Study Guide 2026
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Study Plan

Now that you have assessed your level of understanding of the Landscape Horticulturist
trade activities, skills and knowledge to be tested on the certification exam, it is
important for you to develop a study plan. Study smarter, not harderis an important
approach to prepare for your exam especially when you have a busy schedule.

Review the tips below:

almm'a Begin by applying for your trade qualifying date and then set a plan to

compete your studies by that date.

Create a study guide by topic. Formulate questions and problems with correct
answers. Create your own quiz.

e | Become ateacher. Say the information aloud and in your own words as if you
ﬂ./—; are the instructor and you are teaching the concepts to a class — or better yet,
m@® work with a co-worker/journeyperson.

Develop flash cards to help you study and quickly check your knowledge.

®-® Create concept maps or diagrams that explain the material and provide a
B @ Visual tool for you to study.

..‘ Create scenarios which reflect applying skills, knowledge and trade activities.

We have provided a Study Guide resource template you can use, or create your own:
Study Plan Template.pdf

Q Tip! The Landscape Horticulturist RSOS appendix reviews commonly used acronyms,
tools and equipment, and a glossary of terms used within the trade. Taking the time to
review the appendix will familiarise you with the language and terms used on the exam.
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Exam Preparation

Effective preparation helps ensure a successful outcome when writing exams.
Understanding where to focus your time when studying will help you study more
efficiently.

The following Exam Prep Video Series will walk you through the exam process in detail,
whether you are an apprentice or trade qualifier.

Click on the applicable links below to access the videos that relate to your pathway.

Exam Prep Video Series for TRADE QUALIFIERS

;ﬂ Video One:  /ntro to Examinations

];ﬂ Video Two: | Exam Preparation: Self-Assessments, Study Plans & Resources

];;[ Video Three: Learning Strategies, Accommodations & Booking Your Exam

];;[ Video Four: | Exam Writing & Results

Exam Prep Video Series for APPRENTICES

m Video One:  /ntro to Examinations

;ﬂ Video Two: Exam Preparation: Self-Assessments, Study Plans & Resources

];;[ Video Three: Learning Strategies, Accommodations & Booking Your Exam

m Video Four: | Exam Writing & Results

Landscape Horticulturist Study Guide 2026
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You may have extensive working experience; however, you will be tested on the full scope
of your trade during the certification exam. It is important to review trade related
textbooks, online courses and other trade-related resources.

Remember, the exam questions are developed using the Red Seal Occupational Standard
which outlines the skills and knowledge required to perform the full scope of your trade
effectively.

In the following section, we have listed applicable resources you can access to review the
knowledge, skills and experience found within the Landscape Horticulturist trade.

When reviewing resources, start by:

e Condensing course material into smaller amounts that are easier to remember.

e Visualize, understand and demonstrate relationships or connections around
concepts and ideas.

e Create examples and apply information to ‘real world’ situations.

Resources
Resource Location Overview
Canadian Centre for | Canadian Centre for Source of information on workplace
Occupational Health Occupational Health and safety practices, psychological
and Safety (CCOHS) Safety health and safety, etc.
Canadian Nursery National Plant List The national plant data base
Landscape Association provides the botanical name,
common name, family and category
of common plants in Canada.
HortEducation: | HortEducation Four book series aligned with the
Practical Landscape latest Canadian occupational
Horticultural Series standards for landscape
horticultural professionals. The
Landscape Horticulturist Red Seal
Occupational Standard (RSOS),
reflects current practices in Canada
and harmonizes the trade across all
landscape apprenticeship
programs.
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Landscape
Horticulture
Certification Program

FireSmart Canada

Landscape
Horticulturist Red Seal
Occupational
Standard

NSAA Exam Prep
Video Series

NSAA Mentoring for
Skill Development

NSAA Safety at Work

Home | CNLA | Landscape

Horticulture Certification
Program

FireSmart Landscaping-
Guide.pdf

Landscape Horticulturist
RSOS

Exam Prep Video Series

Mentoring for Skill
Development

Safety at Work

Landscape Horticulturist Study Guide 2026

The Landscape Horticulture
Certification Program (LHCP)
ensures that professionals from
across Canada comply with current
standards and industry best
practices. Certification is available
for Technicians, Designers, and
Managers.

Landscape guidelines for home
construction, home maintenance,
landscaping, and evacuation
planning to provide a safer, more
sustainable landscape to help lower
the risk of wildland fire losses.

The Occupational Standard lists the
tasks a certified journeyperson
within the trade needs to know. This
document defines what is meant by
the 'full scope of the trade'.

This video series will walk you
through the exam process and
help you understand where to
focus your time to study more
effectively whether you are an
apprentice or trade qualifier.

Mentoring plays a critical role in the
apprenticeship system and serves
as the cornerstone for skill
development. For access to online,
self-directed units of study, email:
NSAA-LMSadmin@novascotia.ca

The Safety at Work online, e-
learning module explores the role
all trades people play in creating a
safe work environment as well as an
overview of the principles of
workplace safety.
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https://www.nsapprenticeship.ca/apprentices/learning-supports
https://www.nsapprenticeship.ca/tradespersons/mentoring#open_accordion2
https://www.nsapprenticeship.ca/tradespersons/mentoring#open_accordion2
mailto:NSAA-LMSadmin@novascotia.ca
https://www.nsapprenticeship.ca/courses/safety-at-work/index.html#/lessons/jHOTAXuId64x8K_B16ybSVSZQNYVnncW

NSAA Study Plan Study Plan Template.pdf
Template

WCB/Nova Scotia | Psychological Health and

Safety Resource Centre

Landscape Horticulturist Study Guide 2026

A fillable PDF to help you develop a
study plan to ensure you are better
prepared for exam writing success.

Resource centre for training on
workplace psychological heath and
safety.
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